
                                                  

 

 

Winter Conference and Annual General Meeting 

Keeping Tillage Strong 

  4 December 2025, Clanard Court Hotel, Athy (R14 FY90) 

Agenda  

9.15 am  Registration, tea and coffee 

10.00 am  President’s introduction 

10.30am Economic Review of Tillage Farming in 2025  

Dr Fiona Thorne, Principal Research Officer with Teagasc, will discuss the estimated 

outcome for tillage farms in 2025. She will also discuss the Teagasc annual Situation 

and Outlook for 2026 which draws on data contained in the National Farm Survey 

and which considers the ongoing implications of increased production costs, farm 

output prices and other factors. 

11.00am The Carbon Footprint of Irish Tillage Products  

John Spink, Head of Crops Environment and Land Use Programme with Teagasc, will 

discuss the development of an Irish specific lifecycle assessment and its incorporation 

into AgNav which now gives the tools to calculate and demonstrate the low carbon 

footprint of Irish grain.  

11.20 pm A Merchant View on the Market for Irish Grain 

Pat Ryan, Managing Director of Liffey Mills - a leading grain and agricultural 

merchant, will discuss the work undertaken by the Liffey Mills team of agronomists, 

nutritionists and feed specialists to deliver the company’s mission of producing 

superior quality products that maximise profit for their customers.   

11.50 pm Panel discussion including Q&A  

Liz Glynn, ITLUS President, will chair a panel discussion with this mornings speakers 

to further explore the topics presented. 

12.30pm Lunch  

 



2.00 pm ITLUS student bursary winners 2025 – presentation of awards  

Awards to Killian Harford (Kildalton College), Ella Feenane (South East Technological 

University), Eimear Duffy, (Dundalk Institute of Technology), and Keith O’Mahony 

(University College Dublin) in recognition of excellent performance in final year cereal 

and crop classes. 

2.15 pm Making tillage farming work in the current climate – four farmers perspectives  

Kevin Rosenbohm runs a large maize and soyabean farming business in northwest 

Missouri, with operations including both GM and non-GM soyabean seed assembly.  

Andy Mahon, from Rathmines in Dublin, is a Farm Manager at the mixed enterprise 

800 ha (600 ha arable) family owned Bromborough Estate. The enterprise has been 

‘no-till’ since 2025.  

William Stokes farms with his father Patrick in Co Tipperary, growing wheat, barley, 

oats, beans, peas and potatoes. While crops are mostly sown using a traditional 

plough-based system, more recently ‘min-till’ has been used where possible. 

Whyte Bros farm, based in North County Dublin, is a farming business involving 14 

family members working across 1,600 ha. The farm began in the 1950’s with seven 

brothers running the business. Ollie Whyte will discuss running the farm, the move to 

‘min-till’ where possible, and the emphasis on biodiversity. 

3.15 pm Tillage Industry Ireland – a voice for tillage farmers   

Andy Doyle will provide an update on the work of Tillage Industry Ireland – an 

organisation he helped to establish to represent and promote the Irish Tillage Sector.  

3.30 pm Panel discussion including Q&A  

Siobhan Walsh, Irish Farmers Journal, will chair a panel discussion with this 

afternoon’s speakers to further explore the topics presented. 

4.15 pm Society AGM 

5.00 pm Conference closes 

 

Please note: Numbers are limited so pre-booking is essential – email itlussec50@gmail.com by 

5pm on Wednesday 26 November. Fee payable on the day (by cash, card or cheque) is €50 for 

members (student members are free) and €80 for non-members (student non-members €30). 
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