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Introduction

Protecting our environment while 

optimising organic manures

• Water = Surface, Groundwater, Estuaries

• Odour

• Noise

• Disease
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Water

• Water = Surface and Groundwater

– & lakes, wetlands, canals, ocean, estuaries, rivers, streams

• Water Quality = 

– Good ecological status & good chemical status

• LA’s responsibility

– Water Pollution Acts

– GAP Regulations
– (Waste Management Acts)
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Water Framework Directive

Quality Indices

Insects and Plant Life

pH, BOD, Colour, 

Nitrates, Phosphates

River Morphology 

(shape and structure)

Pesticides, herbicides 

and other priority 

chemicals
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Water Quality
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LA Water Quality Priorities
(Selection Criteria)

1. Human Health

• Drinking Water Sources

• Shellfish Catchments

• Bathing Waters

2. Protected areas

• Freshwater Pearl Mussel

• Habitats & Birds

3. General Water Quality

– Protect & Restore
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Public Boreholes in Wexford
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Bannow Bay Wexford
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Mussel  and Oyster Trestles in 

Bannow Bay
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Bathing Waters in Wexford
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62,749 Domestic Dwellings 

in County Wexford

of which

30,853 are houses with 

their own OSWWTS
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~ 40 septic tank  inspections done to date in catchment – 16 

failed, 6  directly discharging

Blocked sewer in housing estate

Direct discharge (unlicenced, treated) from community and 

adventure centre, schools, houses in Ramsgrange
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LA Inspections (by DAFM)

Selection Criteria

Agriculture Risk Weighting

• Riverside + 100

• S.R.  > 140 + 100

• > 250 stock +   50

• Dairying + 100

• GAP penalty + 200 

• Previous clear - 300
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Organic manures

NMPs!!!

The principles are simple:

Applying fertilizer to make up the difference between what there is and what is 

required, to achieve the target yield only;

Ensuring that the added nutrient is available to the crop.

In other words, the right amount of the right product in the right place at the right time.
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Organic Manure 

Nutrients
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However

Botulism is one of the world's deadliest toxins. Sniffing as little as 13 billionths of a 

gram of the toxin can be lethal. It is fatal within hours once ingested by an animal. 

While poultry manure that does not contain "residual poultry carcases" is a valuable 

soil fertiliser, it must be spread without delay and, in the event that the material is 

being held for a short time prior to land-spreading, strict control measures are required 

to be taken
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Air Quality
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Noise
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Noise
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Other

• Pesticides

– 6 Counties have MCPA in Drinking Water
– a stray foil cap has the potential to cause an exceedance of the 0.1 microgram/L level along 30 

km of channel length for a water body that is 1 m wide and 30 cm deep
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1. No more blame game

2. We are all in this together

3. We all are required to provide part of the 
solution

4. The old way hasn't worked so we are looking 
for help and ideas as to how we can get both 
clean rivers and continue production on our 
farms.

5. If anybody has ideas we would be very grateful 
if you can contact us 

Where to from here ?
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Wex Co Co has submitted an

European Innovation Partnership

Project application aimed at agriculture
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Education/Engagement

• 2 ‘citizen science’ courses in Duncannon for farming community
(18 participants)

• Ken Whelan showed participants how to monitor the water
quality of local streams

• Focused on SSCS – identifying & scoring the benthic
invertebrates

• Huge interest and enthusiasm, particularly for their own farms
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Thank You


